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The Trend Bunker team have been 
tracking the art in fashion and the 

fashion in art

ART A PORTER
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ART A PORTER
The Relationship between Fashion and 
Art is seductive and has taken 
designers on a journey of conceptual 
mimicry throughout modern history 
w i t h d e s i g n e r s r a n g i n g f r o m 
Schiaparelli to Margiela. 
Creators more than ever seek ways to 
break away from traditional fashion 
paradigms. The medium in which to 
show collections is changing, with art 
collaborations becoming ubiquitous 
and even necessary for brand image 
(think Raf Simons x Sterling Ruby) and 
exhibitions becoming the new runway 
such as the recent “Burberry’s Maker’s 
House” in London, creating a visual 
love story between the A/W 17 Burberry 
c o l l e c t i o n a n d H e n r y M o o r e ’s 
inspiration and process.

Designers from the likes of Vivienne 
Westwood, Peter Pilotto and Central 
Saint Martins’ during their AW 2017 
shows proved that fashion pieces have 
the power to be re-contextualised and 
transcend the runway. Their creative 
intent taps into their admiration and for 
artists and their process. 
Fashion moves at such a high speed 
that there is a required level of 
obsession. However these obsessions 
have to be delivered very fast, with 
designers such as J.W. Anderson 
producing 12 collections a year, 
nevermind high street design teams. 
Artists benefit from time and the ability 
to stretch out their research over a 
lifetime. 

ART COLLABORATIONS

CATWALK

 Burberry´s Maker´s House, London

Vivienne Westwood AW17  Peter Pilotto AW17 Central Saint Martins 
AW17
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With designers producing collections which 
transcend seasons and tap into true artistic 
expression (think Rick Owens or Junya 
Watanabe) “Disobedient Bodies” the current 
exhibition curated by J.W. Anderson at the 
Hepworth Wakefield gallery makes a highly 
potent statement, with a variety of art 
commissions and historical examples such as 
Issey Miyake’s 3D pleated dresses displayed 
next to the cluster of 1950s paper lanterns by 
Japanese artist Isamu Noguchi which inspired 
Pleats Please. 

                 

FROM FASHION TO ART

ART A PORTER

Disobedient Bodies exhibition at the Hepworth Wakefield gallery 2017

 Raúl de Nieves, beginning & the end neither & the 
otherwise betwixt & between the end is the 

beginning & the end, 2016 at the 2017-whitney-
biennial

Fear and Love Design Museum London
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More recently, art has inspired beauty 
and body perceptions. Anouk Kruithof is 
an artist who looks at the relationship of 
clothing with the body during exercise. 
The result is colourful plexiglass and 
polystyrene installations titled ‘Sweaty 
Sculptures’ showcasing close ups of 
garments. There is a sense of surrealism 
via the medium of clothing. Arielle Bobb 
Willis in her photography series “The 
Human Body as a colour block” features 
models styled as out of balanced 
sculptures with off kilter garment layers 
and props.

This same playful colour blocking 
evokes humour and the absurd with 
Gaetano Pesce cabinet “Tornando dal 
Circo Cabinet” showing at the Salon 94 
gallery in New York. 

                 

ART A PORTER

The key takeaways for fashion brands is 
that Design and Art are more connected 
than ever. Creative teams must tap into 
conceptual and multidisciplinary art for 
photoshoot concepts, styling and visual 
merchandising displays. Commission 
artists or brainstorm with your creative 
team to explore new ways to convey the 
message of a collection so that the 
clothing can transcend being just 
“another wardrobe piece” and have a 
strong meaning and life of its own.

                 

COLOUR BLOCKING

DESIGN AND ART

Art by Anouk Kruithof Photography by Arielle Bobb Willis
Gaetano Pesce-Tornando dal Circo 

Cabinet 2016

Art by Andrea Mary Marshall

imothee-Chaillou for Novembre 
Magzine

John Yuri photography
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© Burberry´s Maker´s 
House, London

© Central Saint Martins 
AW17

© Art by Andrea Mary 
Marshall

© Gaetano Pesce-
Tornando dal Circo 
Cabinet 2016

© Disobedient Bodies 
exhibition at the 
Hepworth Wakefield 
gallery 2017

© Raúl de Nieves, 
beginning & the end 
neither & the otherwise 
betwixt & between the 
end is the beginning & 
the end, 2016 at the 
2017-whitney-biennial 

© Fear and Love 
Design Museum 
London 

© Peter Pilotto 
AW17

© Timothee-Chaillou for 
Novembre Magzine

© Photography by 
Arielle Bobb Willis

© Art by Anouk 
Kruithof

© Burberry´s Maker´s 
House, London

© Burberry´s Maker´s 
House, London

© Vivienne Westwood 
AW17

© John Yuri 
photography


